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INTRODUCTION 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Genteemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban 
District  for  the  year  1947. 

The  general  state  of  health,  both  National  and 
Local  remains  satisfactory,  in  the  face  of  serious  housing 
problems  and  econolmic  difficulties. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District 
are  as  follows  : — 

The  Death  Rate  is  8.66  per  1,000  estimated 
population,  compared  with  9.6  for  1946.  The  Death  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  12.0;  the  rate  for  148  smaller  towns 
in  11.9. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  24.60  per  1,000  population;  in 
1946  the  rate  was  22.09.  The  rate  for  England  and.  Wales 
(1947)  is  20,5. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  56.16  ])er  1,000 
live  births.  The  rate  for  1946  was  55.11.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  (1947)  is  41..0. 

There  is  again  a marked  rise  in  the  number  of 
births,  nearlv  100  more  than  in  1946. 

During  the  year  it  liecame  necessary  to  have  an 
additional  session  each  week  for  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 
work ; and  an  additional  Health  Visitor  was  also  appointed.^ 

Infant  Mortality  continues  at  a rate  higher  than 
exists  generally  throughout  the  country.  In  the  Senior  Health 
Visitor’s  Report  there  is  a detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death 
of  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1947. 

Examination  of  this  list  indicates  that  approxi- 
mately half  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  common  infections 
to  which  infants  are  susceptible,  and  which  should  therefore 
be  readily  preventable. 

The  remaining  half  were  due  to  birth  anomalies 
(e.g.  prematurity)  and  congenital  conditions  of  feebleness, 
deformities,  etc.,,  the  causes  of  which  are  not  so  easily 
determined. 


Neai’ly  oiio  (iiiai'tor  of  the  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity  of  the  iiifaut.  AViiilst  the  causes  of  prematurity 
eaiiuot  be  set  down  with  al^solute  precision,  it  is  known  that 
fre(|uent  pregnancies,  worry  and  anxiety,  economic  difficulties 
and  ill-health  of  the  mother  appear  to  be  associated  with 
many  premature  births,  apart  from  obvious  accidental  causes 
and  ])liysical  shock. 

Tm]u*oved  housing  conditions,  wdh  the  elimin- 
ation of  overcrowding,  and  the  removal  of  mothers  of  young 
children  from  industry  a])pear  to  me  to  be  the  essential 
starting  points,  from  which  to  attack  the  Infant  Mortality 
Kate.  Add  to  these,  further  health  educatmn  and  propaganda 
directed  not  only  to  ])arents,  but  also  inehided  in  the 
cui'riculum  of  school  subjc'cts,  es])eciaily  for  girls  near  the 
s('hool  leaving  age. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  generally 
low,  with  the  exception  of  Alea.sles,  which  showed  a sharp 
rise  iu  the  number  of  cases  iu  the  spring  and  early  summer; 
152  cases  were  notified,  com])ared  vdth  11  only  in  the  ])revmus 
year. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  I)i])htheria  notified, 
one  of  which  (not  immunised)  was  fatal.  Of  the  nine  cases, 
three  only  had  ]U‘eviously  been  immunised.  There  were  six 
cases  of  I)i])hthcrm  ini  1946,  with  no  deaths.  Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  fundei'  two  yeais  of  age)  were  11,  a marked  increase 
on  the  previous  year  (four).  This  may  bo  due  to  the  unusually 
hot  weather  during  the  summer  months. 

Th.ere  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  fiom  Tuberculosis  (nine),  compared  with  20  in  the 
])revious  year.  The  number  of  notifications  of  the  disease 
v;as  also  less  than  ui  1946. 

The  e]udemic  of  Infantile  Paralysis  (Acute 
Poliomyelitis)  which  swept  the  country  in  1947,  almost 
comjdetely  ignored  the  Urban  District.  There  were  three 
sus]Hmted  cases  notified,  only  one  of  whmh  was  confirmed’ 
The  positive  case,  which  was  mild,  was  a young  expectant 
mother.  The  illne.ss  did  not  aggravate  her  confinement,  and 
she  subsequently  gave  birth  to  a normal  healthy  child.  She 
made  a good  recovery,  there  remains  a slight  weakness  in  the 
muscles  of  one  hip. 

Immunisation  against  D’phtheria  continued  on 
active  lines.  In  the  middle  of  the  year  a systematic  drive 
was  commenced  on  the  Schools  in  the  I^rban  District,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  re-inforcing  doses  to  children  who  had  been 
unimunised  five  or  more  years  ago,  and  also  to  immunise  those 
Vvdio  for  some  reason  had  not  been  immunised  previously. 


This  arrangement  with  the  schools  is  undertaken  at  five  year 
intervals.  The  previous  drive  was  made  in  1942.  By  the  end 
of  1947  the  schools  had  not  been  completed;  the  remainder 
will  be  dealt  with  during  the  early  months  of  1948. 

The  Hay  Nurseries  were  more  active  during  the 
year,  with  greater  numbers  of  children  in  attendance.  This 
was  due  to  the  return  of  many  mothers  to  industry  in 
response  to  the  demands  for  more  labour  .in  the  factories. 
Again  there  was  comparative  freedom  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

In  the  Sanitary  Department,  Housing  problems 
and  overcrov/ding  continued  to  absorl)  the  time  and  energy  of 
the  staff.  The  former  military  camps  in  the  district  are  in 
full  use  affording  temporary  accommodation  for  families  who 
would  otherwise  be  living  in  overcrowded  or  unsatisfactory 
conddions.  Structural  alterations  to  provide  living  room  and 
])edroom  accommodation,  were  completed  during  the  year.  It 
is  hoped  that  these  camps  will  only  reniain  whilst  there  is  an 
acute  housing  shortage  as  at  the  present  time,  and  do  not 
become  a i)ermanent  feature. 

The  management  of  the  camps  was  taken  over 
by  the  Housing  Department  in  duly  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  this  complex  problem. 

Regular  inspection  of  foodstuffs,  sampling  of 
mdk  arc  carried  out  duiing  routine  work.  It  will  be  noticed 
in  the  section  of  the  report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  lns])ector 
on  the  inspection  of  farms  and  dairies,  that  9.5  per  cent,  of 
the  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  were  positive.  This  is 
mdy  .5  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations 
came  uito  operation  during  the  year  and  afford  a measure  of 
control  over  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  this  product. 
Mobile  vehicles  are  included  in  the  general  provisions  for 
ensuring  that  ice  cream  is  kept  below  a certain  temperature, 
])recautions  are  taken  to  prevent  contaniinatmn  of  the  Ice 
Cream  and  utensils  maintained  in  a clean  condition  at  all 
times. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  support  I have  received  from  the  Members  of  the  Public 
t a d ^ la^tei^nTt^  and  Child  Welfare  Committees.  I am 
grateful  also  to  the  Staffs  of  those  Departments  for  their  loyal 
co-operation  and  help. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Centlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  BIRCHALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Ellesmere  Port  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR,  1947. 


I’lio  Urban  Distiict  of  Ellosinoi'o  Port  includes  the  parishes  (tf 
Great  Stanney,  Great  Sutton,  luce,  Cliilder  Thornton,  Little  Sutton  and 
Hooton. 


Administrative  Staff 


jMedical  Officer  of  Health : 

AV.  J.  EIRCHALL,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.II. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon:  J.  R.  CAMERON,  M.D.,  Cn.B.,  M.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S. 

Aural  Surgeon:  R.  MARTIN,  M.B.,  B.CH. 

(ffinsnltant  Obstetrician:  MORRIS  DATNOW,  M.B,,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  E.  TUFT,  M.R.SAN.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  J.  P.  GODDiVRD,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  R.  K.  FRxiNCIS. 

Pni)ii  Inspector:  I).  E.  JONES  (Now  serving  in  II. M.  Forces). 
Shorthand  Typist:  Miss  E.  WHEELER. 

Clerk-Typist:  Miss  R.  LLOYD. 

Senior  Health  Visitor:  Miss  M.  B.  REDFERN. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors : 

IMiss  K.  McKEE.  Miss  L.  M.  BATE.  Mrs.  A.  ENGSTROM. 
Clerk,  Welfare  Centre:  Miss  M.  HAAVKINS. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Population 
Area  (acres) 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  in  the  area 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate 


29,070 

9,144 

7,783 

£212,503 

£820 


The  Natural  increase  in  Population  (that  is  excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  is  shewn  in  the  following  tables. 


Natural 

Natural 

Increase 

Increase 

per  1,(X)0 

per  1,000 

Year. 

Population. 

Pop. 

Year 

Population. 

Pop. 

1932 

19,320 

14.2 

1940 

28,100 

9.8 

1933 

23,190 

19.5 

1941 

28,530 

9.25 

1934 

24,730 

11.0 

1942 

27,950 

11.10 

1935 

24,840 

9.7 

1943 

27,500 

15.5 

1936 

• 25,100 

10.9 

1944 

27“,220 

13.44 

1937 

25,010 

8.9 

1945 

27,100 

10.9 

1938 

20,030 

7.03 

1940 

28,740 

12.49 

1930 

20,920 

11.75 

1947 

29,070 

15.9 

The  Natural  increase  in  Population  (that  is  excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  1932 — 1947  (England  and  Wales). 


Year 

Per  1,(KX) 
Population 

1932  

• • • » • • 0.0 

V 

1933  

2.1 

1934  

3.0 

1935  

2.9 

1930  

2.7 

1937  

2.7 

1938  

3.5 

1939  

2.9 

Year 

Per  1,0(X) 
Population 

1940  ... 

0 ‘4 

• ••  ••• 

1941  ... 

...  ...  ...  J-.O 

1942  ... 

4 2 

•••  -t-  • 

1943  ... 

4,4 

1944  ... 

• ••  •••  ^3  • 

1945  ... 

4 7 

• ••  •••  ••• 

1940  ... 

7 ^ 

• ••  •••  i* 

1947  ... 

Q K 

• ••  •••  ••• 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for 

the  Year  1947 


(Compiled 

from  figures  supplied  by  the 

Registrar 

Ceneral) . 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

362 

337 

690 

Illegitimate  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

18 

13 

31 

380 

350 

730 

Ilii'th  liato  24.()()  per  1,()(K)  population. 

Live  biith  rate  per  1,(K)0  estimated  resident  population  (1947)  in 


14S  smaller  towns  (population  25,000 — 5(),()(K)) 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Jllegitimate 

Males  Females 

7 8 

Total 

15 

% 

7 8 

15 

Still  birth  rate  20.1  per  1,()()0  total  live  and  still  births  or  .50  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  years  ir).‘’>2 — 1040 
^va  I 51)1 , 


TAHLK  OF  NUMHER  OF  LIVE  BIRTHS  AND 
BIRTH  RATES  1982—1946 


1‘ear 

Xumber 

Rirth  Rate 

Year 

Xumber 

Rirth  Rate 

19:*>2 

442 

22.9 

1940 

56() 

20.09 

1933 

467 

20.1 

1941 

565 

19.80 

1934 

518 

2(;.9 

1942 

538 

19.90 

1935 

470 

18.9 

1943 

(503 

21.87 

1936 

503 

20.04 

1944 

611 

22  44 

1937 

48.3 

18.80 

1945 

555 

20.43 

1938 

476 

18.28 

1946 

635 

22.09 

1939 

543 

20.25 

I’agHi  Six 


Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  1947  20.5 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  1946  19.1 

Birth  Rate  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  1946  18.1 


DEATHS 

Males  ...  14.3  Females  ...  114  Total  ...  257 

Death  Rate  8.66  per  1,000  population. 


TABLE  OF  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  CRUDE 
DEATH  RATES  1932 — 1946 


Year 

Number 

Death  Rato 

Year 

Number 

Death  itate 

19;  52 

171 

8.9 

1940 

291 

10.3 

1933 

9.6 

1941 

;50i 

10.5 

1934 

to 

9.3 

1942 

246 

8.79 

1935 

229 

9.2 

194;; 

276 

10.01 

1936 

227 

9.0 

1944 

245 

9.00 

1937 

254 

9.91 

1945 

252 

9.28 

1938 

293 

11.26 

1946 

276 

9.60 

1939 

229 

8.50 

The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  1932 — 1946  was  249. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  was  50.1  per  cent. 
Death  Rate — England  and  Wales  12.0  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate — 148  smaller  towns  11.9  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS  mOM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 


Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per 

total  (live 

1,000 

and  still) 

live 

Deaths 

Births 

Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Nil 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

— 

— 

The  figures  for  England 

and  Wales  were  : — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.16 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 0.85 


1.01 
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i)h:ATH  KATE  OF  INFANTS  FNDEK  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


AU  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  pei*  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

'The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  : — 

All  England  and  Wales  

14M  Smaller  towns  (estimated  I'esident  population  25,000 
-50,000  (Ymsns  10;U)  

I2(i  C'onnty  Loronghs  and  Grcnit  Towns  (inelnding 
London)  

London  (Administrative  (^onnty)  


VH  OF 

AGE 

X umber 

Hate 

41 

5(110 

Of) 

55.79 

o 

04.51 

41.0 

;io.o 

47.0 

07.0 

TAKLE  OF  INFANT  MOKTAIJTY,  1940 


Rato  per 

Rato  per 

Year. 

1,000  Births. 

Yea/. 

1,000  Births. 

1902 

08.0 

1940 

no  o 

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

19.00 

75.0 

1941 

72.9 

1904 

48.20 

1942 

• •••  •••  •••  •••  0<_7»0 

1905 

44.0 

1943 

71.3 

1900 

51.7 

1944 

*>/i  o 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  O'^.O 

1907 

00.2 

1945 

40.85 

1938 

48.3 

1940 

55.11 

1939 

58.93 

Heaths 

from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 )eaths 

from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) 

...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

1 >eath.s 

from  Hiarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

11 

Heaths 

from  Caneer  (all  ages) 

• » • 

42 
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Causes  of  Deaths 


All  Causes.  Males. 

Females. 

Total, 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

1 

1 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  



— 



4. 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

1 

j 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
Svstem  

3 

5 

8 

7. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

8.. 

Svphilis  

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Influenza  

■ — 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles  

— 

1 

1 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
encephalitis   

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  

1 

— 

1 

13. 

Cancer  of  the  i\Iouth,  Oesophagus, 
Uterus  

3 

3 

6 

14. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

— 

8 

15. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  

— 

2 

2 

16. 

Other  forms  of  Cancer  

16 

10 

26 

17. 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  

5 

15 

20 

19. 

Heart  Disease  

40 

21 

61 

20. 

Other  Circulatorv  Diseases  

2 

— 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis  

3 

11 

14 

22. 

Pneumonia  

7 

7 

14 

23. 

Other  Respiratorv  Diseases  

3 

2 

5 

24. 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

— 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ... 

8 

3 

11 

26., 

Appendicitis  

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

— 

3 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  

4 

1 

5 

29, 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

2 

2 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

5 

4 

9 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth 
injuries,  etc 

6 

3 

9 

33. 

Suicide  

5 

1 

6 

34., 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

8 

4 

12 

36. 

All  Other  Causes  

7 

9 

16 

143  114  257 


Page  Nino 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  Area 


The  pei'Honnel  coinprimng  the  (idminisfrative 
si\aff,  together  ivith  their  (luaUfieatioyis,  is 
indiegted  (tt  the  beginning  of  this  report. 


The 


following’  servieos  are  availa])le  : — - 


LABOItATOIiY  FAtALlTJEB. 


(^lieniical  analysis  of  water  and  Bacteriological  examina- 
tions of  water  and  milk  are  carred  out  at  regular  intervals. 
Tkicleriological  examinations  of  throat  s\vab.‘«  for  suspected  cases 
of  l)i]ihtheria,  and  the  necessary  investigation  of  any  serious 
Infectious  Disease  epidemic  are  undertaken  accordiig  to  require- 
ments. 


The  Olinical  Research  Association  and  the  Tuverpool  and 
Ohester  Laboratories  are  used  for  the  investigation  of  disease. 

Food  and  Drugs  administratmn  is  carried  out  by  the 
Bounty  Council  and  their  Officers  submit  saniples  for  examina- 
1ion  by  the  Bounty  Analyst. 

The  numbei’  of  swubs  examined  for  B.  Diphtheria  wms  55. 

There  were  T6  throat  and  9 nasal  swmbs,  all  of  which 
were  retuimed  negative. 

Thq  number  of  specimens  of  sputa  examined  for  B. 
Tuberculosis  in  the  Bounty  Tjaboratory  was  72.  4 were  also 

examined  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary.  Of 
this  total  11  \vere  returned  positive  and  65  negative. 


AMBULANCE  FACJL1TJEB. 

(n)  For  infectious  cases,  the  AYirral  Joint  Hospital 
Board  jirovides  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  patients 
and  for  the  removal  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection. 

(b)  For  non-infectmus  and  accident  cases,  the  Urban 
District  provides  twm  motor  ambulances  for  use  in  connection 
with  the  District  Hospital,  Whitby.  The  Blatterbridge  (Bounty) 
Ceneral  has  four  motor  ambulances. 

The  Ambulance  services  are  satisfactory. 


Ton 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


(a)  General.  There  is  a District  Nursing  Organisation 
which  provides!  a trained  nurse  in  Ellesmere  Port  whose  services 
are  partially  retained  by  the  Council.  Subscriptions  from 
charitable  persons  and  small  charges  for  services  rendered 
support  the  organisation.  During  the  year  1943  the  services  of 
a District  Nurse  were  obtained  for  the  Parish  of  Little  Sutton 
also. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  There  are  no  arrangements 
made  for  nursing  Infectious  cases  in  the  home.  In  cases  of 
Pneumonia  the  services  of  the  District  Nurse  are  available. 


(HAmCS_  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

These  are  held  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
C^entre,  York  Road,  Ellesmere  Port.  A second  Child  Welfare 
Centre  was  opened  in  Little  Sutton  in  1938  and  full  advantage 

has  been  taken  bv  the  residents  in  that  area.  The  work  of  the 

« 

Centres  is  purely  of  an  advisory  nature  and  no  treatment  is 
undertaken. 

Crtho])aedic,  Aural,  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Cbnics 
are  organised  under  the  supervision  of  Specialists. 

A school  clinic  with  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  Services,  is 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  held  in  the  Welfare 
Centre. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Clatterbridge  (County)  General  Hospital  was 
appropriated  for  Public  Health  Purposes  on  the  1st  April,  1935, 
being  formerly  known  as  the  Clatterbridge  (Wirral)  Infirmary. 

Maternity.  Provision  is  made  for  maternity  accommo- 
dation in  the  Clatterbridge  (County)  General  Hospital,  where 
the  patients  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  consulting  Obstet- 
rician who  attends  the  Ante-natal  Clinics.  In  this  block  there 
are  34  beds. 

In  addition  there  is  a separate  Maternity  Home  at  Hes- 
Avall,  also  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council., 

The  services  of  the  consultant  Obstetrician  are  available 
at  the  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  held  twice  weekly  at 
the  Welfare  Centre,  and  at  any  time  if  required  in  an  emergency 
by  a general  practitioner  in  the  district. 
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Children.  Fac’lities  exist  for  convalescent  treatment  of 
children  needing  such  seen  by  the  IMedical  Officer  at  the  Welfare 
(Fmtre.  When  such  cases  occur  every  endeavour  is  made  to  get 
Iheni  accommodated  in  the  West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home. 

Scabies.  No  cases  were  re})orted  during  the  year. 

Head  Lice.  Each  of  the  Day  Nurseries  lias  routine 
examination  of  heads  and  treatments  are  given  as  required,  In 
some  distances,  children  are  also  treated  by  the  School  Nurse  at 
the  Welfare  Centre. 

The  treatment  consists  of  routine  washing  with  Derbac 
Soa])  and  condiing  with  a metal  Durbac  comb  together  with  the 
use  of  the  standard  treatment  of  Lethane  Oil  as  suggested  liy 
the  IMinistry  of  Health. 

Fevers.  The  Wirral  Joint  Isolation  Board  serves  the 
District  for  Tnfectdms  Disease  Cases.  The  District  of  such 
Board  conqirises  the  Wirral  Area  of  the  Administrative  County 
of  (dieshire,  including  Chester  Rural  District. 

The  main  Infectious  Diseases  Hospdal  of  the  Board  is 
situated  at  Clatterbridge  and  has  the  following  accommodat’on 

24  Beds  for  Diphtheria. 

26  Beds  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

12  Cubicles  for  Isolation,  14  beds. 

8 small  wards  of  12  beds  each,  3b  beds  ta  be  uied 
as  required. 

Ih’ovision  has  been  made  to  receive  Encephab’tis  patients 
and  under  certain  conditions  beds  may  be  available  for  IMeasles 
and  Whooping  Cough. 

Ellesmere  Port  and  District  Hospital.  This  Hospital 
contains  40  beds  and  ten  cots.  It  is  managed  by  a voluntary 
Board. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  Bocal  IMedical  Practitioners, 
two  Resident  Doctors,  a Matron,  eight  qualified  nurnes,  nine 
un(|uab’fied  nurses  and  one  iMasseuse. 

The  visTing  staff  consists  of  two  Physicians,  two 
Burgeons,  one  Cynaecologist,  one  Assistant  Gynaecologist,  one 
Opthalmic  Burgeon,  two  Aural  Burgeons,  one  Orthopaedic 

Burgeon,  one  Radiologist  and  one  Pathologist., 

0 

Arrangements  exist  between  the  Hospital  and  the  Council 
whereby  children  can  be  sent  by  the  Medical  Officer  from  the 
AVelfare  Centre  for  courses  of  artificial  sunlight  treatment. 
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MIDWIVES 


There  are  eight  midwives  practising  in  the  District,  five 
of  whom  are  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

PRF.VACENCE  OF  ANT)  CONTROL  OYER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  period 
1936 — 1947  is  shown  in  the  following  table  which  gives  the 
ease  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Scarlet 

Dii)h- 

Enteric 

Erysi})- 

Whooping 

Yea.'. 

Feve.*. 

tlieria. 

Fever. 

elas. 

Measles. 

(tough. 

193G 

3.82 

5.00 

0.04 

0.27 

1987 

5.85 

7.77 

0.00 

0.10 

1938 

13.7 

9.08 

0.1,5 

0.20 

1939 

3.30 

2.08 

0.14 

0.3:5 

1940 

1.59 

1.1,3 

0.0,3 

0.31 

l.,34 

0.055 

1941 

1.12 

0.7 

0.07 

0.14 

9.07 

0.14 

1942 

1.14 

5.90 

0.00 

0.03 

1.57 

0.07 

194:5 

:5.08 

12.,51 

0.00 

0.00 

10.20 

0.18 

1944 

2.50 

2.09 

c.oo 

0.07 

0.62 

0.47 

1940 

9.40 

0.73 

o.oo 

0.22 

10.19 

0.00 

194(1 

3.47 

0.20 

0.00 

0.20 

0.38 

0.24 

1947 

1.85 

0.30 

0.03 

0.20 

5.12 

0.20 

The  corresponding 

notification 

rates 

for  Engh 

ind  and 

Wales 

are  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet 

Diph- 

Enteric 

Erysip- 

Whooping 

Year 

Fever 

tlieria 

Feve  r 

elas 

Measles 

(tough 

1936 

2.53 

1.39 

0..0  6 

0.40 

1937 

2.33 

1.49 

0.05 

0.37 

1938 

2.41 

1.58 

0,03 

0.40 

1939 

1.S9 

1.14 

0.04 

0.34 

1940 

1.63 

1.16 

0,0  7 

0.33 

10.24 

1.34 

1941 

1.47 

1.25 

0.0  3 

0.30 

10.,33 

4.39 

1942 

2.19 

1.05 

0.01 

0.30 

7.46 

1..73 

1943 

3.01 

0.88 

0.02 

0.31 

9.88 

2.54 

1944 

2.40 

0.58 

0,01 

0.29 

4.16 

249 

1945 

1.89 

0.46 

0.02 

0.25 

11.67 

1.64 

1946 

1.38 

0.28 

0,03 

0.22 

3.92 

2,28 

1947 

1.37 

0.13 

0.02 

0.19 

9.41 

2.22 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  in 
1947.  The  corresponding  notification  rate  for  England  and 
AVales  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  is  7.16. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 


DISEASE 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Total  Cases 
admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

55 

48 

. 

Diphtheria 

• • • • « 

9 

9 

1 

Erysipelas 

. * • • 

6 

9 

— 

Pneumonia 

• • • • 

• • • • • 

4 

9 

I 

Food  Poisioninp: 

• • • • 

1 

- — 

Typhoid  Fever 

• • • • 

1 

1 

I 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

1 

— 

AVhoopinp:  Cou^h 

• • • * 

6 

3 

1 

IMeasles  

• • • • 

152 

8 

I 

235 

74 

5 

Of  the  nine  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

three 

were 

stated  to 

have  been  immunised. 

TUTiERCVLOSIS 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 1 vears  ... 

« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

' 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

5 — 15  years  ... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years  ... 

3 

4 

• — ■ 

• — ■ 

9 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

6 

2 

— • 

1 

1 

— 

— • 

35 — 45  vears  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— • 

45 — 55  years  ... 

2 

1 



1 



1 

— 



55 — 65  years  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 



— 

65  Upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15 

10 

3 

5 

3 

6 

— 

— 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic 


Tlic  Orthoi^acd^’c  Clinic  held  19  sessions  durinjy  1947, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
Dr.  4.  R.  Cameron,  who  is  attached  to  the  Liverpool  Open-Air 
iros})ital  for  Children,  Leasowe. 

In  addition  there  were  80  sessions  in  the  Massage  and 
Remedial  Exercise  Department  irnder  the  supervision  of  a 
Physiotherapist. 

There  follows  a tabulated  list  of  work  ])erfoimed  during 

the  vear. 
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Osteomyelitis. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


The  following  re])ort  is  supplied  by  the 
Senior  Health  Visitor. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  HEALTH  VISITING. 


Duruig  the  year  730  live  births  were  notified,  and 
15  still-births. 


244  of  these  occurred  in  Clatterbridge  Hospital.. 
20  in  Chester  City  Hospital. 

20  in  Chester  Nursing  Home. 

3 in  Birkenhead  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Rosslyn  Nursing  Home. 

5 in  Rock  Ferry  Nursuig  Home. 

3 in  Tuverpool  Nursing  Home. 

2 in  He.swal]  Nursing  Home. 


9,524  visits  were  paid  by  the  Healtli 
liomes  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

1st  visits  to  infants  

Re-visits  to  infants  

Re-visits  to  children  1 — 5 years 

Infant  Life  Protection  visits  

Pre-natal  visits  

Incidental  visits 

Infectious  illness 


Visdors  in  the 


720 

2919 

5193 

79 

270 

275 

68 


9524 


Routine  visits  are  paid  at  regular  intervals  to  babies 
from  the  time  the  midwife  finishes  her  attendance  until  the 
child  ^enters  school  at  five  years  of  age. 

Instructions  and  advice  are  given  on  the  care  and 
management  of  young  children,  diet,  general  rules  of  health 
and  hygiene — the  primary’  object  being  the  prevention  of  ill- 
health  and  disease.  For  this  purpo.se  information  is  given 
svstematically  on  vaccination  and  immuni.sation  against  Diph- 
theria. Minor  ailments  are  dealt  with,  but  in  more  serious 
conditions  the  mother  is  always  advised  to  .see  her  own  doctor  , 
Any  Sanitary"  defects  found  in  the  house  are  referred  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  advice  of  the  nurse  is  often  sought  on 
matters  relating  to  the  family  budget,  economic  difficulties  and 
other  domestic  problems. 

All  mothers  attending  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  are  visited 
in  their  homes  if  they  do  not  appear  at  the  Clinic  at  regular 
intervals. 
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2,710  atlendanees  were  made  at  these  Clinics  which  are 

held  twice  weekly  on  AVednesdav  afternoon  at  2 o’clock  and 

« « 

and  thaday  morning  at  9 o’clock. 

47S  mothers  attended  for  the  first  time. 

2,l{)d  further  attendances  were  made  i 

89  mothers  attended  for  a ]iost-natal  examination. 

Tliese  are  very  Imsy  Clinics  as  so  much  personal 
attention  must  be  given  to  each  jmtient.  A detailed  history 
is  taken,  urine  tested,  lilood  jiressure  registered  of  all  new 
patients  and  any  who  show  abnormal  symptoms.  In  such  cases 
arrangements  are  made  for  Xu*ay  examination,  and  when 
necer'jsary  admission  to  hos])itak 

STILL  - PINT  US 

15  still-birtlis  were  registered  — these  were  due  to  tlie 
following  causes  : — 

Prolapse  of  cord  3 

Abnormality  of  foetus  2 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  2 

Asphyxia  2 

No  ap])arent  cause  3 

Albuminuria  3 

Pre-natal  shock 1 

Neglect 3 

Seven  of  these  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic. 

In  .seven  cases  their  confinement  took  place  in  hospital., 

Of  the  seven  who  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic, 

2 were  due  to  prolapse  of  cord. 

2 to  abnormality  of  foetus. 

1 to  Ante-Partum  haemorrhage. 

1 to  pre-natal  shock. 

1 to  asphyxia  due  to  cord  round  the  neck. 

Of  the  eight  Avho  were  born  at  home,  only  two  had 
received,  Afedical  attention. 
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PEEMATVBE  JNEA  NTS 


18  babies  were  born  before  full  term.  Nine  attended 
the  Ante-natal  Clinic.  Three  were  under  their  own  Doctor 
and  Nurse.  Five  of  the  mothers  were  under  the  supervision 
of  their  own  Nurse  prior  to  confinement. 

Eight  babies  died,  all  within  24  hours.  In  each  case 
the  babies  were  born  before  tlie  28th  week  of  pregnancy.  In 
one  case  the  mother  was  a diabetic.  In  another  haemorrhage 
occurred  and  the  mother  who  was  under  her  own  doctor  was 
admitted  to  hospital.  Two  others  were  twins  born  at  24  weeks. 
Nine  are  thrHdng;  all  but  one  are  attending  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 


DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE 
YEARS  OF  AGE 


The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  in  children  under 


five  vears  of  age  : — 

* ' ^ 

Under  One 

Feebleness  at  birth 2 

Gastro-Enteritis  7 

Broncho-pneumonia 3 

Prematurity  9 

Bronchitis 1 

Toxaemia -b 

Atalectasis 2 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Total  deaths  under  one  ^ 

1 


year  of  age 

Congenial  deformities  ...  1 

Lobar  pneumonia  3 

Hydrocephalus 1 

Asphyxia 2 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  2 
f^ub  - arachnoid 

haemorrhage  1 
Teratoma  of  sacro- 
coccygeal region  I 

mar  of  age  41. 


27  of  these  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  three 
months,  of  these  24  died  in  the  first  month  and  13  in  the  first 
week. 

In  16  cases  the  Home  Conditions  were  unsatisfactory, 
eight  of  the  cases  were  sublet  and  three  overcrowded.  Tlie 
overcrowded  conditions  have  since  been  relieved. 


Over  One  year  of  age 

Prfeumococcal  Meningitis 

Bronchitis  

Broncho-pneumonia  

Measles 

Diabetes 

Shock  due  to  multiple  injuries  ... 
Total  deaths  over  one  year  of  age.... 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 
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THE  (^AUE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 


Ministry’s  (Hrcular  No.  2866 

In  Ellesmere  Urban  District  31  illegitimate  babies 
were  bom  in  1947,  in  comparison  with  38  in  1946,  and  53 
in  1945. 

]\lost  of  the  ])abb\s  who  are  at  home  attend  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  and  all  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Health  Visitors. 

There  is  full  eo-o])eration  between  the  Health  Visiting 
staff,  the  Education  Authority,  the  Lancashire  and  (dieshire 
Adoption  Society,  wliich  U the  nearest  Voluntary  Organisatio'i 
and  the  Cii'ls’  Home  in  (diester.  In  all  cases  of  adoption  the 
Health  Visitor  was  the  link  between  the  Adoption  Society,  the 
]n  A'ate  ado])ter  and  tlie  mother  of  the  ])aby. 


INFANT  WELFARE  (^ENTREE 

Two  sessions  ai’e  held  weekly  at  Ellesmere  Port  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons  and  once  weekly  at  Little 
Sutton  on  IMonday  afternoon. 

LITTLE  SUTTOX 


First  visits  of  mothers 

• » • • • • 

478 

131 

First  visits  of  infants... 

• • • • • • 

465 

119 

First  visits  of  children  1— 

-5  years 

20 

13 

963 

263 

Rfwhsits  of  mothers 

5983 

2165 

Revisits  of  infants 

• • • • • • 

5267 

1792 

Revisits  of  children  1 — 

5 years 

851 

417 

* 

12101 

4374 

The  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  attends  at  one  Clinic  at 
Rllesmere  Port  and  one  at  Little  Sutton  each  week. 

881  consultations  were  held  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

388  in  Little  Sutton. 

Following  the  Medical  examinatmn  of  these  children, 
those  needing  supervision  by  a Specialist  were  referred  to 
the  Aural,  Orthopaedic,  Dental  and  Eye  Clinics., 
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The  Centres  are  ])ehig  used  to  their  fullest  capacity, 
the  mothers  who  come  are  very  definitely  seeking  up-to-date 
information  on  the  care  of  their  children.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  accommodation  at  Little  Sutton  is  unworthy  of 
tlie  work  that  is  carried  on  there.  The  Centre  grows  steadily 
and  all  who  work  in  it  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  when 
wo  shall  own,  our  own  building  as  in  Ellesmere  Port. 

No  praise  can  be  too  high  for  the  work  of  the  voluntaiy 
committee  at  each  Centre.  Their  prompt  attention  to  the 
duties  they  undertake  and  their  friendly  spirit  to  the  mothers 
ease  the  administration  considerably. 

In  co-operatmn  with  the  Food  Office  extra  food  and 
vitamins  are  given  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  Sessions 
and  it  is  hoired  that  this  convenient  arrangement  has  caused 
more  motheirs  to  take  advantage  of  this  service. 


AVl^AL  CLINIC 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  the  first  ^londay  of  each  month 
at  1).30  a.m. 

34  childre]!  saw  the  Surgeon  for  the  fir*st  time 
Dady  treatments  are  given  by  the  Health  Visitors.) 


O R T II 0 1\  \EI)IC  (LA  NIC 

This  Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  on  first  and  third 
i\ronday  afternoons  at  2 p.m. 

IMa.ssage  and  Remedial  Exercises  are  given  twice  weekly 
on  Monday  and  Tliursday  afteiaioons  at  2 p #m.  by  a trained 
Piiysio-Therapist. 

Orthopaedic  alterations  to  their  shoes  ordered  by  the 
Surgeon,  Dr.  Cameron,  are  carried  out  at  Leasowe  Hospital 
and  supervised  by  him. 

Any  children  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted 
to  Leasowe  Open  Air  Hospital,  of  which  he  is  the  Medical 
Saperintendent. 


Pag’G  Twenty -threo 


I NFE  ('T 1 0 US  1)  IS  IF  I SFS 


1,087  cliildrcn  were  iiioeulated  a<^a.inst  Diphtheria, 
including’  590  school  children. 


Diphtheria  ['mmaroisation  from  1936  to  1947 

In  1936  I)]*.  Yeoman  offered  his  services  to  the  motliers 
attending  the  Infant  AVelfare  Centre  for  the  ])ur])ose  of 
l)rotecting‘  their  children  fi’om  Di])htheria. 

For  the  next  two  years  the  first  half-hour  of  the  Session 
on  Tiu'sdays  was  given  to  immunisation. 

In  1936  100  children  were  inoculated.  Four  of  these  were 

of  school  age. 

In  1937  58  children  were  inoculated. 

Tn  1938  Dr,  Alary  Russell  made  a concentiated  effort  in 

co-operation  with  the  Local  Education  Authority, 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Ceneral  Prac- 
titioners. 


1,593  school  children  were  given  two  injections 
of  Alum  Preci])itated  Toxoid. 


In 

1938 

207 

children 

under 

5 

yea  IS  of  age  were 

hnmunised. 

In 

1939 

128 

children 

viuldren. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

62 

school 

Tn 

1940 

150 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

89 

school 

Tn 

1941 

263 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

301 

school 

Tn 

1942 

904 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and  1 

483 

school 

Tn 

1943 

225 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

284 

school 

Tn 

1944 

545 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

225 

school 

Tn 

1945 

569 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

76 

school 

Tn 

1946 

396 

children 

children. 

under 

5 

years 

« 

of  age  and 

48 

school 

Tn 

1947 

497 

children 

under 

5 

years 

of  age  and 

590 

school 

children. 
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The  following’  tables  classify  the  nnin])er  of  school 

c?  t 

children  under  their  own  schools.  For  the  year  1938  when  a special 
drive  was  made,  and  1942  and  1947  when  re-inforcing  doses 
were  given  after  five  years. 


1938 

1942 

1947 

Whitby  Council  

136 

64 

73 

John  Street  Junior  

80 

105 

50 

John  Street  Senior  

71 

128 

24 

Church  of  England  Infants 

18 

64 

86 

Church  of  England  IMixed... 

63 

Our  Lady’s  Roman  Catholic 

140 

135 

— 

AYilliam  Stockton  Infants  ... 

114 

65 

29 

AVilliam  Stockton  Juniors  ... 

208 

319 

139 

Orange  Senior  Boys’  

106 

97 

1 

Orange  Senior  Oirls’  

154 

146 

2 

Cambridge  Road  Infants  ... 

60 

999 

9 

Cambridge  Road  Jinrors  ... 

195 

Tfittle  Sutton 

127 

85 

71 

Or  eat  Sutton 

35 

5 

4 

Childer  Thornton 

71 

29 

58 

Ince 

— 

4 

44 

W'^hitby  Church  of  England 

15 

9 

— 

Stanney  

— 

6 

— 

1593 

1483 

590 

At  the  end  of  1947 

the 

schools 

had  not  all 

been 

completely  re-immunised. 


infant  life  FFOTFJmON 
FOSTER  CHILDREN 

Ten  children  were  in  the  care  of  nine  foster  mothers. 

In  eacli  case  the  home  and  children  were  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Health  Visdors  and  all  were  hap])y  and 
well  cared  for. 

Four  children  were  placed  in  the  district  by  the  Church 
of  England  Children’s  Society  and  close  co-operation  exists 
between  such  bodies  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 
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ADOPTION  OF  (JHILDHEN  AX'T 


21  children  have  been  leg'ally  adopted  during  the  year 
making  a total  of  53  adopted  clrldren  under  supervision,  In 
those  cases  undertaken  by  the  Ado])tion  Society,  the  Public 
Health  Department  has  l)een  notified  and  the  Health  Visitors 
asked  to  su])ervise  the  probation  ])eriod  before  the  adoption 
finally  takes  place. 

The  Ado]')tion  Society  reipiires  a report  on  the  house 
b(‘foi-e  the  baby  is  sent,  monthly  visAs  of  the  child  when 
received,  and  in  case  of  a child  going  out  of  the  district  a 
complete  medical  examination,  often  carried  out  by  the  iMedical 
Officer  of  Health. 


There  is  full  co-0])eration  between  the  Health  Visding 
Staff,  the  Education  Authority,  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
Ado])tion  Society,  which  is  the  nearest  Volunary  Organisation, 
and  the  Cirls’  Home  in  (ffiester. 


HOME  IIELPE 


Ten  mothers  recpiired  the  services  of  a Home  Help 
during  the  year.  All  a])peared  to  be  satisfied  with  the  assist- 
ance they  were  given. 

As  the  cases  are  erratic,  sometimes  overlapping,  four 
se]iarate  Home  Helps  have  been  employed  part-time. 

IMuch  time  is  spent  on  interviews  as  the  mother  looks 
to  the  Centre  as  a place  in  which  many  of  her  d^'fflculties  can 
be  solved.  Ado])tions  of  Children,  Housing  problems,  domestic 
difficulties,  etc. 

£2,000  is  handled  annually  by  the  sale  of  Food  which 
entails  a good  deal  of  accountancy. 

The  growth  of  the  district  has  proved  the  necessity  for 
the  additional  Health  Visitor  appointed  this  year. 

The  Health  Visitors  assisted  with  Children's  Week  by 
giving  talks  in  the  schools. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


^yuter. 


The  mains  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  supply 
l)raetically  all  the  entire  area  (with  the  exception  of  Ince), 
and  from  them  there  is  a plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water* 

The  supply  is  laid  into  the  houses  from  the  West 
Cheshire  Water  Board’s  mains,  with  the  exception  of  a group 
of  sixteen  cottages  in  Stanney  Lane  which  are  supplied  by 
three  stand-ppres,  a pair  of  cottages  at  Netherpool  by  one 
stand-pipe,  a bungalow  and  two  cottages  at  Creat  Sutton  by 
one  stand-pipe,  a cottage  in  Creat  Stanney  and  a house  in 
Little  Sutton  which  obtaiiis  its  supply  from  a private  Avell. 

At  Ince,  water  is  supplied  by  the  (T)uncil  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  through  stand-pii)es,  by  means  of  a 
bulk  supply  obtained  from  the  Chester  Rural  DistrTt  Councih 
In  addition  a number  of  houses  now  have  an  internal  sup])ly. 
Negotiations  are  in  being  whereby  the  West  Cheshire  Water 
Board  will  provide  the  sup])ly  to  this  Parish,  in  lieu  of  the 
exiting  arrangement. 

The  water  is  in  piped  supply  from  the  pumping  stations 
at  TIooton,  Prenton  and  IMouldsworth.  At  the  Hooton  station 
the  water  goes  through  the  softening  process,  l)ut  at  Prenton  and 
Mouldsworth  softening  operations  have  been  temporarily  sus- 
pended. 

During  the  year  68  samples  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  17  saimples  for  Chemical  analysis  from  the 
Tamed  tap  in  the  softening  house  of  the  three  ])um])ing  stations. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  a sample  of  water 
taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  from  the  ymmping 
station  at  IMouldsworth  on  the  29th  December,  1947.  and  this 
N.  a fair  specimen  of  the  average  result  from  all  68  samples 
throughout  the  year., 

Similarly  appended,  is  a copy  of  the  analyst’s  report 
on  the  Chemical  analysis  of  a sample  taken  from  the  pumping 
station  at  Hooton  on  the  15th  December,  1947,  here  again  this 
is  a satisfactory  sample  which  does  not  differ  in  any  major 
respect  from  the  other  17  saimples  for  chemical  analysis  made 
during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  fact  that  all  the 
samples  taken  from  the  Mouldsworth  and  Prenton  pumping 
stations  were  hard  in  character,  though  not  to  a degree  which 
could  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORT  ON  THE 
EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER 


K('f'0iv0(l 


.‘>0/12/47,  f]‘()jn  West  Cheshire  Water  Board, 


Lal)elled  : Mouhhsworth  Pnmpini;'  Station.  Raw  Water. 
Flamed  tap  in  Softening  House. 


Date:  20/12/47. 
Witness  : S.  Crawford. 


Taken  by  : C.  Hardman. 
Signed  : C.  Hardman, 


Xnmher  of  Colonies  pei‘  cubic  centimeti-e  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  o70C 
in  one  day  


Number  of  Colonies  i)er  cubic  cfmtimcti'c  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upoji  Agar  at  .‘)70C 
in  two  days  


Number  of  Colonies  per  cubic  centimeti'c  or  milli- 
litre of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  20OC 
in  three  days  


0. 


0. 


0. 


Smallest  (piantity  of  water  producing  acid  and  gas 
in  Bile-Salt  Lactose  Broth  after  two  days 
incubation  at  M70C.  (Presumptive  Bacillus 

Coli  Test)  Absent  fi‘om  100  ml. 


Smallest  cpiantity  of  water  containing  the  Bacillus 

Coli  Absent  from  100  ml. 


Smallest  (piantity  of  water  giving  the  reaction  of 
of  the  B.Welchii  (Bacillus  Enteritidis 

Sprorogenes)  Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and 
Itright  in  appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial 
])nrity  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
iniblic  supply  purposes. 

(Signed) : Gordon  Miles 
For  the  Counties  Fiiblic  Health  Lahoratories. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  ON  THE 
EXAMINATION  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  the  16/12/47 
from  West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  labelled  Hooton  Pumping 
Station — Raw  water  before  treatment — flamed  tap  in  softening 
house. 


Taken  by  : C.  Hardman.  Witne.s.s  ; T.  Lnnt. 

Date:  15/12/47;  10.15  a.in. 


Appearance 

Colour 

Reaction  ph.  

Electric  Conductivity  at  200C 

Total  Sdiids,  ISOOC  

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  

Hardness  : Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 

Metals  

Free  Ammonia  

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen,  absorbed  in  4 hours  at270C 


Chemical  Results  in  |)arts  per  million 

Clear  and  bright. 

Nil.  Odour  nil. 

Neuti’al  7.1.  Fi'(’e  Carbon  Dioxide  20 
690. 

460.  Tui'bidity  (Silica  Scale)  Nil. 
90.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate  225. 

1.2.  Nitrites : Less  than  0.01. 

0. 

115. 

115. 

Absent. 

0.000.  Ammoniacal  Niti'ogen  — 
0.000.  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

0.00. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water 
has  verv^  moderate  hardness  and  it  contains  no  exce.ss  of  salinity 
or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest 
standard  of  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis,  the  water  is 
considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 


(Signed)  Gordon  Miles. 


Pago  Twenty -ni no 


Tlio  f()lIo\vi]i<T  ‘niformation  has  ])oen  supplied  l^y  the 
J'hioineer  to  the  AVest  Cheshire  AVater  Board: — 


(1)  Farticulars  of  (iny  new  sources  of  public  supjjly. 

New  Bore  Hole  operations  in  progress  at  Ilooton. 
One  Bore  completed  and  tested.  New  plant  on  older,. 
Alcanthne,  a tenpiorary  arrangement  is  in  course  of 
erection  to  coimmence  pnmjiing  as  soon  as  possilile. 

(2)  Improvements  to  existing  sources  of  public  supply. 

Cliemical  and  Bacteriological  analysis  reports,  through- 
out the  year,  have  been  of  satisfactory  order  and 
distribution  has  lieen  maintauied  throughout  the 
district. 

(3)  An]!  import umt  extension  of  muins. 

Housing  Sites  within  the  area  of  administration  of 
your  Council,  comprising  the  following  Estates : — 

(a)  AA^olverham. 

(b)  Stanney. 

(c)  Overpool. 


(4)  Have  pipe  supplies  been  satisfactory  in  eiuality  and 
ciuantity  ? 


There  lias  been,  in  some  cases  cJs'ie  still  exists,  a 
large  demand  for  metered  trade  supplies,  which  have, 
in  some  localities,  caused  duninution  in  pressures,  but 
generally  speaking,  relative  to  the  areas  with  which 
you  are  concerned,  the  answer  to  this  question  is  in 
tlie  affirmative^ 


(.5)  Is  any  pyrt  of  the  district  in  need  of  an  improved, 
water  supply  ? 

I am  not  aware  of  any  complaurts  having  been  received 
relative  to  the  general  question  of  water  supply  in 
the  Ellesmere  Port  area  but,  occasionally,  complaints 
have  been  received  concerning  the  hardness  of  the 
\Amter. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


mjMMAR  Y OF  INSPECTIONS 


Result  oi’  Service  of 
Notices  and  Number  Served. 


Nature  of  luspectious 

z> 

'A 

Informal 

Formal 

Complied 

Avith 

u 

.5  5 

1— < 

l-H 

Dwelliu^^  Houses  (General)  

253 

233 

4(5 

202 

31 

Hwelliiip:  Houses  (Housing  Act,  193())... 

2 

2 

O 

1 

1 

Revisits  to  Avork  in  progress  

Schools  

3492 

2d 

8 



8 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Caravans  

Rack  Yards  

17 

1 

1 

1 

— 

940 

800 

15 

800 



Privies,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks,  etc.  ... 

12 

3 

■ — ■ 

3 

- — 

Drainage  Inspections  

(>2 

5 

— 

5 

— 

1 ) rn  i Tin  f*'  '^Ppsts:  

0 









Ditches  and  Watercourses  

4S 

12 

3 

11 

1 

Offensive  Accninnlations  

12 







Keeping  of  Animals  

0 

— • 

• — • 

— • 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

1 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Food  I’remises  

129 

10 

— 

10 

— ■ 

Shops  Inspections  

21 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Factories  (Mobile)  

IN 

7 

— ■ 

1 

(5 

Factories  (Non-iMobile)  

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

Factories  (Outworkers)  

1 

— 



* 

— 

Piggeries  -. -. 

7 

2 

— 

o 

Li 

— ■ 

Cowsheds  

54 

5 

— • 

5 

— 

Dairies  and  PurveAUirs’  Premises  

IS 

3 

• — • 

3 

— 

Canal  Boats  

35 

■ — • 

7 

1 

(5 

Infections  Dis('ases.  Fminiries  

92 

— 

— • 

■ — ■ 

■ — 

Other  Visits  

20 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

Disinfections  

110 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises  

59 

48 

— ■ 

48 

■ — ■ 

Disinfestations  

) 5 

— • 

— • 

— 

■ — ■ 

liat  Infestations  

2(1 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for 

Bacteriological  examination  

93 

- 



Samples  of  Avater  submitted  for 

examination  

4 





- 

■ 

InterAueAvs  (Outside  Office)  

2(i(l 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

References  to  other  Departments  

5 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

Former  Military  Camps  “Siiuatters”  ... 

ISS 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

OvercroAvding.  Enquiries  

470 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Visits  

2S 





— 



Miscellaneous  Visits  

832 

22 

■ — ■ 

22 

— 

TOTALS  

5425 

11(52 

74 

1124 

45 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


In  nine  instances,  warning  letters  were  sent  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  to  the  Owners  concerned,  in  respect  of  the  non- 
compliance  with  Abatement  Notices  served  upon  them  under  this 
Act,  prior  to  any  legal  proceedings  being  instituted  against  them. 
All  the  notices  were  comiplied  with  satisfactorily,  without 
further  action. 

Housing  conditions  generally,  still  cause  concern  to  the 
department  and  in  connection  with  overcrowding,  180  complaints 
were  received  during  the  year.  Each  case  was  carefully  con- 
sidered and  reported  upon  to  the  Health  Committee.  Of  the 
cases  submitted,  details  of  90  were  fomarded  to  the  Housing 
IManager  for  consideration  by  the  Housing  (Lettings)  Commit- 
tee. In  addition  to  the  complaints  received  of  overcrowding,  a 
survey  was  carried  out  of  all  two  bedroomed  Council  houses  and 
details  of  nineteen  cases  were  submitted  for  consideration.  This 
was  done  on  the  instructions  of  the  Lettings  Committee  who 
were  anxious  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  overcrowding  in  this 
smaller  type  of  Council  house,  and  to  arrange  an  exchange 
to  larger  houses  wherever  possible. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  of  the  cases  submitted  to  the 
Lettings  Committee,  54  have  been  rehoused  in  Council  houses, 
5 to  non-Council  houses  and  4 in  huts  at  the  former  military 
camps. 


The  licence  granted  the  previous  year  to  use  a trailer 

caravan  for  human  habitation  was  not  renewed  bv  the  Owner. 

« ' 

In  another  instance,  the  occupier  of  a caravan  ceased  to  use 
same  when  informed  that  legal  proceedings  were  a])out  to  be 
instituted  against  him. 


During  the  year  under  review  779  dust  bins  were  supp- 
lied and  delivered  to  premises,  including  Council  houses  on 
receiving  payment  from  the  Owners.  Several  Owners  of  domes- 
tic property  still  continue  to  avail  themslves  of  this  service  and 
it  is  hoped  it  will  be  carried  on  as  a perananent  feature.  Time 
is  saved  by  this  method  and  the  service  of  notices  is  eliminated.. 

In  addition  to  letters  received  requesting  an  inspection 
of  premises,  629  verbal  complaints  were  given  at  the  office.  This 
is  a further  increase  over  the  previous  year. 
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alters. 


The  three  former  military  camps  still  continue  to  be 
occui)ied  for  human  habitation.  Each  hut  has  been  converted 
to  comi)rise  two  and  three  bedrooms,  with  kitchen  and  scullery 
com])ined. 

Whilst  it  is  greatly  appreciated  that  r,his  accommodation 
has  provided  a tyi)e  of  home  for  the  occupants  in  these  abnormal 
times,  they  are  nevertheless  sub-standard,  and  should  not  be 
used  any  longer  than  is  necessary.  At  the  time  of  this  report, 
no  provision  has  bee]i  made  for  the  carrying  out  of  domestic 
washing  and  this  point  alone  requires  careful  considers ti^m. 


E I Y/ (I i c ion-  of  B cd  Bu g s . 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the 
vear  was  : — 


(a)  Council  Houses 

(b)  Other  Houses 

(c)  Number  Disinfested 

(d)  Total  Visits 


9 

12 

21 

83 


The  number  of  Council  houses  treated,  shew  a decrease 
over  the  pi'evious  year’s  figure.  There  still  remains  a number 
of  individual  cases  where  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  unsatis- 
factorv. 


All  infested  houses  were  treated  with  liquid  and  powder 
form  of  D.D.T.,  with  satisfactory  results  It  is  not  generally 
considered  now  necessary  to  have  wood-work  removed  in  the 
bedrooms  to  facilitate  disinfestation,  due  to  the  effective  delayed 
action  of  D.D.T. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  through  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  district.  The 
works  at  Little  Stannev  were  newlv  erected  during  the  vear 
1933,  and  designed  for  a population  of  20,000 ; whilst  the  dis- 
posal works  at  Sunnyside  Pontoon,  known  as  the  Town  Works, 
were  re-constructed  and  designed  for  a po])ulation  of  7,000. 
A small  area  is  still  drained  under  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
to  the  River  Mersey  without  treatment. 

x\  scheme  is  now  being  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  H.  S,  Waters, 
M.Inst.C.,E.,  the  CounciPs  Consulting  Engineer,  in  consultation 
with  the  CounciPs  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  to  provhle  sewers 
and.  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  Parish  of  Ince. 

The  following  lengths  of  new  sewers  were  laid  in  tlie 
district  during  the  year  — 

Foul  water  sewers 

Surface  water  sewers  ... 

Toted  

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  small  River  Cowy  is  within  the  Urban  District  and 
is  bordered  partly  by  oil  works  and  partly  by  fenny  lands.  It 
is  tide-locked,  where  it  is  syphoned  below  the  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  to  discharge  into  the  River  Mersey. 

(loset  Accomynodation . 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  provided  with  clean 
water  closets,  but  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  sewers 
are  not  yet  available  some  ])ai]s,  privies,  cess])ools  and  septic 
tanks  are  in  use. 

Swiyyiyyiing  Foot. 

The  Rivacre  Valley  Swimming  T^ool  is  owned  by  the 
Council  and  has  a swimming  area  of  1,567  square  yards. 

The  water  passes  through  a continuous  bath  purification 
plant,  which  embodies  two  horizontal  aV-scoured  ])ressure  filters 
with  a circulation  pump  capable  of  circulating  the  total  con- 
tents of  the  Pool  in  a period  of  eight  hours. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  one  for  chemical  analyses.  Each  were  reported 
as  being  satisfactory. 


1,200  Lineal  vards. 

230  Lineal  vards. 

% 

1,430  Lineal  vards. 

7 « 
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Schools. 


There  are  three  Council  Secondary  Schools,  nine  Council 
Primary  Schools  and  four  Denominational  Schools  in  the 
district. 

All  the  schools  are  sui)i)lied  with  p^ped  water  from  the 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board’s  mains. 

The  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools  are  immediately 
notified  on  the  occuri'encc  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in 
order  to  secure  the  exclusion  of  the  contacts  for  the  necessar^^ 
period. 


During  the  vacation,  and  at  other  times  when  found 
necessarv,  the  school  rooms  arc  thoroughlv  disinfected., 

t 7 o t • 


Boats. 


35  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  these  were 
registered  to  carrv^  75  adults  and  52  children. 

Tlie  actual  number  found  to  be  in  occupation  was  57 
adults  and  35  children. 

Seven  Statutory  Notices  were  served  and  six  remained 
in  liand  at  the  close  of  the  vear. 


l*{ig(i  Thirty -six 


Inspections. 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-H ouses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  235 

(]))  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1492 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-  -head  1 ) which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  2 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  10 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  71 

2.  Eemcdy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
fornud  notice. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 


which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices...  Nil 

(a)  By  owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority Nil 
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]>.  Proceedini^'s  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling--houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Numl)er  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(]))  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
(c)  Remaining  in  hand 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders 

1).  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  but  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISON 

OF  FOOD 


Mill'  Supply. 

There  are  35  registered  cowkeepers,  15  dairies  and  14 
milk-shops  in  the  district.  In  addition  14  milk  purveyors 
bring  milk  into  the  district  from  outside  and  there  are  two 
registered  wholesalers  resident  outside  the  area. 

The  Register  shows  the  following  entries  : — 

Cowkeeper.s  (Wholesale  Producers) 2G 

Cowkeepers  (Retail  Producers) 9 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  29 

G4 


14 

Total  number  of  Milk  Dealers  on  the  Register  80 


'Total  Registered  Milk  Dealers  in  the  district 
Wholesalers  resident  outside  the  district 
Retailers  distributing  milk  into  the  district 
from  outside  


Ninety-three  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  sent  to 
the  bacteriologist  for  examination.  Each  sample  taken  at  the 
farm  was  done  so  during  the  early  morning  milkmg  and 
examined  as  follows  : — 

Accredited  Farm.s — Standard  for  this  designation  plus 
examination  for  Tuberculosis. 

Commercial  Farms — Tuberculosis,  Bacillus  coli  and 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Pa.steurised  Milk — Pho.sphatase  Test  and  Methylene  Blue 
Test. 

Of  the  63  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis,  six  were 
reported  positive  and  57  negative.,  This  constitutes  9.5  per 
cent,  being  positive  of  the  total  number  examined. 

In  regard  to  these  positive  samples,  the  reports  received 
from  the  Divisional  Office,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
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cries,  iiulieatc  that  four  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  lh38.  IMentioii  is  made  in  the  reports, 
of  animals  beuig  sold  for  slaugliter,  and  animals  being  removed 
since  the  sample  was  obtained. 

Of  tlie  7b  sam])les  so  examined  on  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  or  the  kee})ing  (luality  of  the  milk,  52  cr  65.8  per 
cent,  were  satisfactory. 

Nine  dealer’s  licences  were  issued  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  iMilk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936 — 1946. 

The  closest  co-o])eration  is  maintained  with  the  Assist- 
ant Oounty  Sanitary  Officer  in  matters  relative  to  accredited 
farms  and  this  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Food  Premises.  No  applications  for  registi’ation  of  food 
j^iemises  were  received  during  the  year  under  review. 


There  are  58  ]:)remises  in  the  district  registered  under 


Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises  and 
at  each  inspection  the  need  is  stressed  on  the  importance  of 
])ersonal  cleanliness  and  hygiene.  The  staiidard  of  cleanliness 
is  satisfactory. 

It  is  of  interest  to  recall  that  during  the  year  1941, 
leaflets  and  cards  on  this  important  matter  were  distributed 
to  all  traders  and  posters  exhibited.  AVhere  the  cards  have 
become  lost  or  worn  thev  are  again  renewed. 


The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc,)  Regulations  came 
into  operation  during  the  year  and  a circular  outlining  the 
regulations  was  issued  to  all  registered  dealers. 


Sixty-two  special  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at 
the  request  of  the  owners  and  the  following  foods  were 
rejected  : — 


75  (lib..)  tins  Meat  (Various  Types). 
15  (fib.)  tins  Meat  (Various  Types). 
8 (21b.)  tins  Meat  (A^arious  Types). 
10  (31b.)  tins  Aleat  (A^arious  Types). 
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1 tin  Cheese 
14f)  tins  Fish 
41  tins  Soup 
1 tin  Bacon 
14  tins  Sausage 


75  tins  Beans 
78  tins  Peas 
7()  tins  Vegetables 
2 tins  Tomatoes 


22  tins  Fruit 
24  tins  Jam 
568  tins  Milk 
1 tin  Cream 


— Blown,  Damaged  and  Leaky  tins., 


411  lb.  Beef 
490  lb.  Fish 
45  lb.  Dates 
25  Jars  Pickles 
34  Hams 
i Middle  Bacon 
1 Fore  Bacon 
6 lb.  Ham 
11  lb.  Bacon 


65  Eggs 
100  Meat  Pies 
48  lb.  Dried  Figs 
316  lb.  Dried  Peas 
50  lb.  Dried  Prunes 
143  i)kts.  Custaid  Powder 
72  })kts.  Pudding  Mixture 
10  bottles  Sauce 


Total  Weight  (approx)  : 1 ton 


4 cwts.  1 qr.  21  Ib.i 


HATS  AND  MK'E  DESTHVOTION 

The  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  still  continued  to 
operate  the  County  Scheme  for  this  DistrTt  acting  as  Agents 
for  the  County  Council.  Delegation  of  powers  under  the 
Hats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  is  to  be  given  to 
(iounty  District  Councils  and  this  Authority  will  have  full 
powers  of  administration  from  the  1st  x\pril,  1948.  The 
County  Council  will  continue  to  operate  the  Rats  Order,  1940, 
on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  in  respect 
of  agricultural  land. 

The  scheme  contniues  to  operate  very  successfully  and 
n number  of  contracts  have  again  been  renewed,  particularly 
in  respect  of  Industrial  Premises.  This  important  work  is  so 
much  easier  when  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  is  readily 
gATn.  as  has  been  the  feature  in  this  Di.strict. 

Two  rodent  operatives  are  employed  and  they  have 
been  fully  occupied  during  the  year  under  review. 

« 

3,768  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  rodent  oper- 
atives, with  221  poisoning  campaigns.  The  total  amount  of 
''poison  take,’’  i.e.,  poison  and  bait  combined,  on  all  campaigns 
v/as.  Zinc  Pho.sphide  191b.  8f  ozs.,  Arsenic,  4ozs. , Red  Squill , 
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31b.  13oz.  In  addition,  six  treatments  have  been  given  with 
Cvmag  (las. 

A formula  for  the  calculation  of  estimated  kill  for  the 
common  rat,  has  been  prei)ared  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Infestation  Branch,  when  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic  are 
used.  Upon  the  results  of  the  take  of  these  two  poisons  in 
campaigns,  a total  kill  of  1,032  rats  is  arrived  at  for  the  year. 
The  number  of  bodies  actually  picked  up  were  240  rats  and 
256  mice.  The  total  kill  of  rats  is  slightly  less  than  50  per 
cent,  of  those  killed  in  the  previous  year. 

A maintenance  treatment  upon  the  various  lengths  of 
sewers  has  also  been  carried  out  with  no  take  ” recorded  in 
each  instance.  This  proved  very  satisfactory. 
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SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  to  the  Cheshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  particulars  of  samples  obtained  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  forwarded  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  ]f)47. 

List  of  samples  obtained  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  Urban 
District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


Number 

Number  of  atlulterated  or 

Name  of  Sample  samples  not  up  to  the 

obtained  recog'nised 

standard  of  quality 


Aspirin  

Almond  Flavouring 

Butter  

Baking  Powder 
Boracic  Ointment  .. 

Bacon  

Barley  

Coffee  

Cooking  Pat  

Camphorated  Oil 

Cinnamon  

Cream  of  Tartar  .. 

Epsom  Salts  

Fish  Paste  

Grape  Fruit  Squash 
G ixr  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Milk  

Malt  Vinegar  

Meat  Paste  

Milk  Dried  

Milk  Condensed  F.C 
Nutmeg  Ground 
Orange  Squash 
Peppermint  Lozenges 

Potato  Dried  

Rum  

Sweetening  Tablets 
Seidlitz  Powders 
Sugar  

nppsi 

•••  •••  •• 

Zinc  Ointment 
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Particulars  regaiding  the  four  non-standard  samples 
are  sh()\^^l  as  follows  : — 


No. 

Article. 

Result  ot  Analysis. 

Remarks 

1. 

Milk. 

10  per  cent,  deficient  in 

fat. 

Retail  sale  — Heller 
cautioned. 

i « 

Milk. 

5.()  per  cent,  deficient  in 
fatty  solids. 

non- 

Hample  was  genuine 
bir'.:  abnormal.  Xo 
action. 

• ). 

Milk 

1S.,‘>  i)er  cent,  deficient  in 

fat. 

Bottle  of  milk  pur- 
chased from  Re- 
tailer but  bottled 
by  Supplier  — • 
Supplier  cautioned. 

4. 

Milk. 

().()  per  cent,  deficient  in 

fat. 

Retail  sale  — Seller 
cautioned. 
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“Pioneer” 

Whitby 

Ellesmere 


Printers, 

Road, 

Port. 


